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Fannie Lou Hamer was a powerful voice in the Civil Rights Movement for her work.
She helped Black people to be able to vote and fought for their right to vote. Read 
the poem below to learn more about Fannie Lou Hamer. (You may choose to record 
yourself saying or singing this the poem on your tape recorder!)

Fannie Lou Hamer was born in the Mississippi Delta
When she was young she worked on the cottonfield 

She wanted things to change for the better
She loved the Black community and wanted to help it build. 

She had a powerful voice 
And she used it to speak out.

She fought to give Black voting rights.
And stop some of the race issues in the South.

Fannie Lou Hamer’s Fight!

There were things like literacy tests.
Given to stop Blacks from using their voice. 

She had to take it three times just to pass herself.
But she did it to show Black people had a choice.

We could choose to fight.
Choose to plan.

Choose to run for office.
Choose to take a stand.

She did all those things and more.
A powerful voice indeed.

She did all those things and more.
What a woman to have lead.



Read & respond
1. As a child, where did Fannie Lou Hamer work?

2. What was Fannie Lou Hamer fighting for?

3. What problems did she face?



 The Power of '64 

GLOSSARY
Literacy Test: A Reading/Writing test that was given 
to people that they had to pass in order to vote.

Political Party: A group of people with similar ideas 
who work to try and get people elected. The two 
major political parties in the U.S are the Democrats 
and Republicans.

1964 was a very important year for Fannie Lou Hamer. However, there were a lot of very 
powerful events that happened in 1964 that changed the lives of African Americans. 

Look at the timeline below. Once you have learned about some important events 
you will draw your own picture of one of the events. Then you will explain what you 
included in your drawing and why!

Event #1: 
April 1964
You have probably 
heard about 
Democrats and 
Republicans. Those 
are called a political 
party. Fannie Lou 
Hamer helped to 
create her own political party. It was called 
the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party 
and it was different because people of 
different races were a part of it. Event #2: August 1964 

Fannie Lou Hamer delivered a powerful 
speech about the problems she faced 
while trying to register to vote. She and 
others had been beaten and she also was 
fired from her job because of it. 

Event #3: Summer 1964
The Mississippi Summer Project was 
started to help get Black people to 
register to vote.  Fannie Lou Hamer and 
other members helped people to get 
registered and educated them about the 
importance of voting. 

Event #4:
November 1964
Fannie Lou Hamer 
tried to get elected 
so that she could 
help make change 
for Black people. She 
knew that it would be 
hard to win but she 
did it anyway to show 
other Black people 
that they could do it. 



draw your event!
Pick an event from the timeline and draw below! 

Which event did you draw and why?



I WILL HONOR
the sacrifices of 

my ancestors.

I WILL BELIEVE
in me.

I WILL PURSUE
my dreams.

I WILL HELP
others along 

the way.

take THE PLEDGE

Hard to Vote

How did you feel when doing your voter registration card?

Below is an image of a voter registration card for you. To vote, you can’t just show up on 
Election Day. You have to register first! When you register you have to fill out a form with 
information about you and where you live. 

In the past, you also 
had to pass a literacy 
test. But, most Blacks 
could not read or write 
and had very little 
schooling. These literacy 
tests included in the 
application were put 
there on purpose to keep 
Blacks from being able to 
register to vote.

Directions: Fill out your 
own voter registration 
card. If there is something 
that you don’t know, ask 
an adult supporter to 
help you!


